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Announcements

From MSHP President Paul Paladino

First, I wish to thank Gary Kerr for his fine stewardship of MSHP. We are a
stronger organization thanks to his leadership and team. It is the efforts of
devoted volunteers from the board that move our association forward. I would
like to extend a special thank you to the outgoing board members for their
years of dedicated service: Andy Seger as Immediate Past President, Charles
Turck as Treasurer and Kathy Cunningham as a Director. At the same time I
would like to welcome Michelle Corrado as President Elect, Keith Foster as
Treasurer and Anne Selig as Director. Additionally, I commend the ASHP
Delegates Ernie Anderson, Margarita DiVall, Ross Thompson and Bob Moura
for doing a great job representing the Commonwealth and the Society as well.

I am pleased to announce that we have switched to a new association
management system (AMS) called YourMembership. Included in this new
platform will be a new website cutting over in August 1st. This system
integrates with Quickbooks streamlining our financial record keeping. When
choosing this system we looked for a system with excellent back end support,
the number of features offered, contemporary and attractive web site design
templates and their ‘ahead of the curve’ integration of social media into their
AMS and their member directories.

I suggest all members pay close attention to the proposed legislation from the
new board of pharmacy on compounding. The MHA site is a good resource for
information: http://www.mhalink.org

Here are some of my goals during my tenure as President:
-continue to grow membership
-build affiliations with other state organizations (and other states)
-develop an investment portfolio for the organization
-development of an endowment program for the organization 
-look into other Value Added benefits for being a member

If you feel like you would like to be involved in any particular committee,
enjoy or are an expert in a given area we would gladly welcome your help and
support. We will need many volunteers like you to help continue growing our
organization. Thank you. Paul.
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hospitals, health maintenance
organizations, long-term care
facilities, home care, and
other components of health
care systems. ASHP is the
only national organization of
hospital and health-system
pharmacists and has a long
history of improving

http://www.mashp.org/
http://www.mashp.org/mashp09/?q=aboutus
http://www.mashp.org/mashp09/?q=joinmshp
http://www.mashp.org/mashp09/?q=events
http://www.mashp.org/mashp09/?q=contactus
http://www.mhalink.org/
mailto:info@mashp.org
http://www.mashp.org/
http://www.ashp.org/


file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_2013_07.zip/newsletter.html[7/30/2013 12:30:38 PM]

Drinks
Sharp Rise in Women's Deaths From Overdose of Painkillers

ASHP News

Olmesartan Medoxomil Linked to Serious GI Illness

Kate Traynor

BETHESDA, MD 03 July 2013 - The angiotensin II receptor blocker (ARB)
olmesartan medoxomil has been linked to the development of a serious
intestinal disorder, FDA warned today in a drug safety communication.

FDA stated that the labeling for products that contain olmesartan medoxomil is
being revised to describe this safety concern.

According to FDA, the agency's safety database includes reports of 23 cases of
sprue-like enteropathy, some involving hospitalization, in patients treated with
olmesartan medoxomil. The illness was characterized by diarrhea and
significant weight loss and, in some cases, atrophy of intestinal villi.
Symptoms of enteropathy occurred months to years after the initiation of
olmesartan medoxomil therapy, according to FDA.

Read more

web link | return to headlines

Merck Recalls Recombivax HB Lot J001183

Cheryl A. Thompson

BETHESDA, MD 02 July 2013 - Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. on June 26 started
recalling all vials of Recombivax HB in lot J001183 because some may be
cracked, according to a notice posted online today by FDA.

The company, in a separate announcement (PDF), said it distributed the vials
between March 12 and May 2, 2013, and has contacted all direct customers
who purchased vials in the lot.

Read more

web link | return to headlines

ASHP House of Delegates Approves Professional Policies

Reclassification of Hydrocodone, Recognition of Pharmacists as Providers
Among Issues Considered

6/26/2013 The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP)
became the first national pharmacy organization to support the reclassification
of hydrocodone combination products under the Controlled Substances Act
during the 65th annual session of its House of Delegates this month in
Minneapolis.

Delegates also approved policies supporting changes in federal and state laws
to define pharmacists as health care providers, the adoption of applicable
standards of the United States Pharmacopeia to state laws and regulations
governing compounding by health professionals, and training in team-based
patient care for student pharmacists and residents. The session was held in
conjunction with Society’s Summer Meeting.

Read more

web link | return to headlines

ASHP Comments on Draft Version of House Compounding Bill

6/24/2013 Clear lines need to be defined between traditional compounding
and compounding outsourcers, ASHP told the author of a draft compounding
bill set to be considered by the House of Representatives.

In a letter last week to Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-Va.), the Society noted that
pharmacists who practice in hospital and health-system settings need to be

medication use and enhancing
patient safety.
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assured that entities compound large scale, non-patient specific preparations
are properly supervised to enable patients to receive safe medications.

Read more

web link | return to headlines

Pharmacy News

Survey Links Quality Problems, Drug Shortages
Modern Healthcare (06/13/13) Landen, Rachel

The International Society for Pharmaceutical Engineering's 2013 Drug
Shortages Survey has found that drug industry professionals and companies
believe that issues within the quality systems of manufacturing are the main
cause of drug shortages. The survey's respondents specifically mentioned
problems with aseptic processing equipment and production systems that take
place during technology transfers or the product development process. ISPE
also asked respondents how they avoided drug shortages, and found that
those who were successful at preventing shortages took steps such as building
redundancies into their supply chain operations and interacting more with
regulators. ISPE said that the results of the survey will help it start a dialogue
about process improvements that could help prevent drug shortages.

return to headlines

No Silver Bullet for Medication Adherence
HealthLeaders Media (07/03/13) Tocknell, Margaret Dick

Experts say that there is no one solution to the problem of medication non-
adherence, a problem that costs the nation $290 billion in additional
healthcare costs each year. However, Dr. Edmund Pazella of the health
insurance company Aetna says that his company has found that there are a
number of steps that can be taken in tandem to improve medication non-
adherence, including giving drugs away for free and encouraging pharmacists
to provide counseling for patients. Dr. Pazella noted that pharmacists can
provide patients with important information about the purpose of their
medications and how to take them, thus making it less likely that they will
stop taking their prescriptions.

return to headlines

FDA Warns of Intestinal Problems With Olmesartan Medoxomil Use
Drug Topics (07/03/13)

The FDA said July 3 that patients who take the blood pressure medication
olmesartan medoxomil can experience sprue-like enteropathy several months
to several years after they start taking the drug. The FDA said it is not sure
why olmesartan medoxomil can cause sprue-like enteropathy, though it
theorized that the condition might be a result of localized delayed
hypersensitivity or a cell-mediated immune response in patients taking the
drug. There have been nearly two dozen serious cases of late onset diarrhea
and significant weight loss in patients taking olmesartan medoxomil, though all
of these patients stopped taking the drug and experienced clinical
improvements. Manufacturers of olmesartan medoxomil, which is sold as a
generic and under the brand names Benicar, Benicar HCT, Azor, and
Tribenzor, will be allowed to update their labels to warn patients about the
risk of sprue-like enteropathy.

return to headlines

New Barcodes on Vaccines Enhance Safety of the US Immunization
System, Save Millions
Newswise (07/02/13)

Two-dimensional barcodes on vaccines could increase the safety of the U.S.
immunization system as well as save more than $300 million by 2023,
according to a study by RTI International and the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control & Protection. Linear barcodes only contained the National Drug Code,
but the lot number and expiration date, which providers still had to record by
hand, is often missing or inaccurate in records. The 2D barcode can contain

http://www.ashp.org/menu/News/NewsCapsules/Article.aspx?id=494
http://www.ashp.org/menu/News/NewsCapsules/Article.aspx?id=494
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the National Drug Code, expiration data and lot number in a symbol small
enough to fit on a label appearing on a 0.5mL vial. Moreover, it can be
scanned to verify it matches doctors' orders and automatically populate
records with the required product information. "Our study shows how changing
something as simple as how vaccine product labels are barcoded can mitigate
documentation problems and increase the safety of the immunization system,"
says lead author Alan O'Connor at RTI. The findings are published in the
journal Vaccine.

return to headlines

Erectile Dysfunction: A Teachable Moment in the Pharmacy
Drug Topics (06/15/13) Sklar, Joel

Dr. Joel Sklar says that pharmacists should inform men who are filling
prescriptions for erectile dysfunction (ED) drugs that the condition could be a
warning sign for heart disease. According to Sklar, pharmacists should also
advise men who are obtaining prescriptions for ED drugs that they should
speak about the condition with a family physician, urologist, or cardiologist,
since doing so can help them to address the heart or vascular disease that is
causing the ED and also help them resolve their erectile issues and eliminate
the need for them to take ED drugs. This is particularly important for patients
in their 40s, 50s, and 60s, since the younger patients are when they
experience ED, the greater the chances are that the condition is caused by
heart disease, Sklar says.

return to headlines

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and Eli Lilly and Company
Announce Updates to Prescribing Information for TRADJENTA
(Linagliptin) Tablets
Eli Lilly and Company Press Release (06/20/13)

The FDA has approved updates to the full U.S. Prescribing Information (PI) for
the diabetes treatments Tradjenta and Jentadueto. The updates will include
changes to the Important Limitations of Use sections within the Indication and
Usage sections of both Tradjenta and Jentadueto that point out that neither
drug has been studied in patients with a history of pancreatitis and that it is
unknown whether patients who are at risk of developing pancreatitis will do so
while taking the drugs. The Warnings and Precautions section of the PI of both
Tradjenta and Jentadueto have also been updated to note that there have
been reports of acute and fatal pancreatitis in patients taking linagliptin, which
both products contain. Boehringer Ingelheim and Eli Lilly say that these and
other changes will help ensure that pharmacists, doctors, and patients have
the information they need to use the products appropriately.

return to headlines

Law Expands Immunizations Given by Pharmacists [in Indiana]
ABC57.com (07/01/13) Pritchard, Emily

Indiana has expanded a law to allow pharmacists to administer several more
vaccinations. The change, which goes into effect July 1, permits pharmacists to
give vaccinations against pneumonia, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, and
human papillomavirus. According to Pharmacist Thomas Miller, "Indiana's
immunization rates were so much lower for adults than the rest of the country
and so to get more access to immunization, make the community healthier.
It's an issue of access to get the community healthier in general. Pharmacists
are always available pretty much without an appointment any time of the
day."

return to headlines

Philly DEA Launches Prescription Drug Fraud Texting Tip Line
Philadelphia Inquirer (06/27/13) Sell, David

The Drug Enforcement Administration's Philadelphia office is providing
pharmacists and others with a new way to report the fraudulent use of
prescription drugs. The new service allows those with knowledge about cases
of the fraudulent use of prescription drugs to send in tips to the DEA through
an anonymous text message. DEA agents then follow up on the tip by sending
another text message. Tips about the fraudulent use of prescription drugs can
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be sent to the number 847411, and should include the keyword "RXTIP" as
well as the tip itself.

return to headlines

AMA Considers Resolutions on Shortages, Hydrocodone, Energy Drinks
FDA Week (06/07/13) Bompey, Nancy

The American Medical Association's House of Delegates will hold a meeting on
June 15 in which members will vote on a number of resolutions, including one
that calls for the organization to work with lawmakers to deal with the
economic causes of drug shortages. The resolution specifically calls for the
AMA to work with lawmakers to examine the influence of Group Purchasing
Organizations (GPOs) as well as the lack of significant enforceable "failure to
supply" clauses that could give GPOs and drug manufacturers alike an
incentive to ensure that the supply of drugs remains stable. If the resolution is
passed, the AMA would draw up a list of "failure to supply" provisions and
work with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to track the effects of
these clauses. Finally, the resolution calls for the AMA to work with lawmakers
to deal with the economics of drug shortages outside the FDA's jurisdiction.

return to headlines

Sharp Rise in Women's Deaths From Overdose of Painkillers
New York Times (07/02/13) Tavernise, Sabrina

An analysis of data about prescription drug overdose deaths has found that
the number of such deaths has quintupled among women since 1999.
However, the number of men who die from prescription drug overdoses is still
higher, the analysis by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found.
The analysis found that there were a number of reasons why the death rate is
rising among women, including the fact that women are more likely than men
to be prescribed painkillers such as OxyContin or Vicodin. The analysis also
found that the increased death rate among women was not driven entirely by
abuse, since the women who have the highest rates of opioid abuse did not
have the highest rates of overdose deaths.

return to headlines
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