
| Home | About MSHP | Membership | Events | Contact Us |

Announcements

From MSHP President-Elect Michelle Corrado

Our society continues to grow at an impressive rate. We are over 2,000
members strong and have a 98% renewal rate!!! Over 99% of our members
come from Institutional Memberships – subscriptions paid for by an
organization that covers all of the pharmacists and technicians within that
organization. While our new website has increased functionality for members
to update their personal information, we still find that, with the normal
department turnover, not all of MSHP’s information gets out to all of our
members in the timeliest way. For that reason, MSHP is starting up a new
program: the MSHP Institutional Liaison Program (MILP). Because MSHP’s
roster is primarily driven by institutional members, support by individuals
within those organizations is vitally important to sustaining and growing our
state society. And, of course, we couldn’t continue to grow without members
of our profession choosing to join MSHP as an individual member – thank you!

MSHP Leadership is continually looking for ways to provide value and benefit
to our members, and ensure that our members are aware of upcoming
programs, as well as ways to participate in MSHP. Through this new program,
we are asking each institution to choose a liaison from their organization.
These liaisons, in conjunction with MSHP leadership, will continue to foster and
grow our society. Some benefits of this new program include:

Increased communication to staff of institutional members about MSHP
events and member benefits
Liaison-specific networking at MSHP events
Open avenue for feedback to MSHP about benefits/programs that
would be of the most value
Recognition as a liaison on the MSHP website

If you are interested in becoming the liaison for your organization, please let
your Director know and they will be able to enroll you (enrollment consists of
an e-mail to the contact information at the end of this story, indicating you
will be the liaison for your organization). If you have any questions about this
new program, or the liaison role, please contact President-Elect Michelle
Corrado: mcorrado@hallmarkhealth.org.
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ASHP News

CPPA to Develop Specialty Pharmacy Accreditation Program

10/10/2013

WASHINGTON, DC – The Center for Pharmacy Practice Accreditation (CPPA)
today announced the development of an accreditation program for specialty
pharmacy practices. These practices provide essential high-impact patient care
services. Patients’ medication outcomes and adherence are managed in
collaboration with physicians, while disease-specific therapy management
(DTP) programs are delivered to minimize adverse events and optimize patient
safety and outcomes.

Read more
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World’s Pharmacists Gather in Dublin

[November 1, 2013, AJHP]

Cheryl A. Thompson

BETHESDA, MD 10 October 2013—This year’s World Congress of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Sciences, organized by the International Pharmaceutical
Federation (FIP), attracted more than 3000 participants from 107 countries.

The congress featured business meetings, educational programs, poster
sessions, and other activities from August 31 through September 5 in the
heart of Ireland’s largest city, Dublin.

Read more
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State Society Perseveres in Effort to Advance Pharmacy Profession

Cheryl A. Thompson

BETHESDA, MD 09 October 2013—The road to victory for California Senate bill
493 was neither straight nor smooth.

"This was a major fight," said Dawn Benton, chief executive officer of the
California Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP). Dawn Benton

Meetings between CSHP staff and state legislators or their staff occurred
practically every day throughout the legislative process, she said.

But on September 12, after several Senate and Assembly hearings, votes, and
amendments over the course of seven months, the bill emerged from the
California State Legislature.

Read more

web link | return to headlines

New Calif. Provider Status Law Expands Pharmacists' Practice

10/3/2013

A new law signed this week by the Governor of California expands

pharmacists who practice in
hospitals, health maintenance
organizations, long-term care
facilities, home care, and
other components of health
care systems. ASHP is the
only national organization of
hospital and health-system
pharmacists and has a long
history of improving
medication use and enhancing
patient safety.

American Society of Health-
System Pharmacists
7272 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-657-3000
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Calendar

Midyear Clinical Meeting
and Exhibition
12/08/13 - 12/12/13
The ASHP Midyear Clinical
Meeting is the largest
gathering of pharmacists in
the world. With its focus on
improving patient care, the
meeting is attended by more
than 20,000 pharmacy
professionals from 86
countries. For four decades,
the ASHP Midyear Clinical
Meeting has provided
healthsystem pharmacy
practitioners with a venue for
updating their knowledge,
networking with colleagues,
enhancing their skills, and
learning about the latest
products and technologies.
The hundreds of educational
activities at the Midyear
Clinical Meeting are
developed to maintain and
enhance the knowledge,
skills, and abilities of
pharmacists and associated
personnel in health systems.
A dynamic venue for
instruction on important
issues relevant to
contemporary pharmacy
practice, the meeting’s five
full days of continuing
education sessions are
unmatched anywhere.
Orlando, Florida

web link

Summer Meeting and
Exhibition
5/31/14 - 6/04/14
Mark your calendars! ASHP is
excited to bring the Summer
Meeting to Las Vegas! We will
offer our meeting attendees
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pharmacists’ ability to meet the health care needs of patients in the state. The
new law positions pharmacists as health care providers and includes them as
members of the care team. The new law greatly expands patient access to
primary care services by pharmacists, with provisions that:

Declare pharmacists as health care providers.
Collaborate with physicians to perform patient assessments; order and
interpret laboratory tests, adjust prescriptions; and discontinue
medications that are duplicative, unnecessary, or life threatening.
Establish Board of Pharmacy recognition for an “advanced practice
pharmacist.”
Allow pharmacists to initiate prescriptions for travel medicines,
hormonal contraception, and smoking cessation drugs.
Increase patient access to pharmacist-provided immunizations.

Read more
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Pharmacy News

Overuse of Prescription Antibiotics Continues
Associated Press (10/04/13) Tanner, Lindsey

Two analyses of national health surveys from the late 1990s to 2010 show
that physicians continued to prescribe antibiotics at a high rate despite
repeated warnings that the drugs are not effective at treating conditions
caused by viruses. One of those analyses showed that antibiotics were
prescribed at 60 percent of primary-care and emergency room visits for sore
throats in 2010--a rate which was unchanged over a 10 year period but was
down from roughly 70 percent in the '90s. The researchers who performed the
analyses say that the results indicate that efforts to reduce inappropriate
prescriptions for antibiotics have been very slow to show results. American
Academy of Family Physicians President Dr. Reid Blackwelder said that part of
the problem is that some physicians are still prescribing antibiotics for sore
throats and bronchitis even though new evidence shows that these conditions
are caused by viruses.

return to headlines

Diabetes Patients Should Get Flu Shots, Not Nasal Spray
Medscape (10/08/13) Hand, Larry

People with diabetes are at risk of flu-related complications due to their
weakened immune systems, making it important for them to be vaccinated
against the flu. However, health officials caution that they should receive the
flu shot, not the nasal-spray flu vaccine. Diabetes patients who come down
with the flu are vulnerable to flu-related complications such as pneumonia, so
they also should ask their doctors about the pneumococcal vaccine.

return to headlines

FDA Approves Clinolipid for Intravenous Nutrition
FDA.gov (10/03/13)

The FDA has approved lipid injectable emulsion, USP (Clinolipid) for
intravenous feeding in adult patients. The safety and efficacy of Clinolipid were
compared to a soybean oil-based lipid emulsion. The most common adverse
events in patients treated with Clinolipid during those clinical trials included
infectious complications, nausea and vomiting, excess lipids in the blood, high
blood sugar, low levels of protein in the blood and abnormal liver function
tests. The drug also carries a warning label contraindicating its use in preterm
infants and pediatric patients.

return to headlines

Ofatumumab and Rituximab: Drug Safety Communication - New Boxed
Warning, Recommendations to Decrease Risk of Hepatitis B
Reactivation
Medwatch (09/25/2013)

The FDA has approved new boxed warnings for ofatumumab (Arzerra) and

and exhibitors the best of
both worlds–a world-class
hotel where you can find
pharmacy’s best educational
and networking opportunities,
and one of the most exciting
cities with endless
entertainment options. The
Mirage Las Vegas, Nevada
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rituximab (Rituxan). The new labeling information will warn patients and
healthcare professionals that these medications may be associated with an
increased risk of reactivation of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection. It also
includes recommendations for screening, monitoring, and managing patients
to mitigate this potential risk. The changes are based on reports of patients
taking these medications who have experienced HBV reactivation due to their
immunosuppressant properties. Some cases have resulted in fulminant
hepatitis, hepatic failure, and death.

return to headlines

State Efforts on e-Prescribing, Prescription Monitoring Vary
Fierce HealthIT (09/24/13) Hall, Susan D.

Several state legislatures could soon take up bills that might have an impact
on pharmacies. In Oregon, for example, pharmacists are calling for the
reintroduction of a bill that would allow Schedule II drugs such as OxyContin
and Adderall to be prescribed electronically. If the bill is passed, Oregon would
join more than 30 other states that allow e-prescribing of Schedule II drugs.
Meanwhile, some lawmakers in Pennsylvania are joining Gov. Tom Corbett in
calling for legislation that would create a database of prescriptions for
potentially addictive prescription drugs.

return to headlines

Fentanyl Patches: Drug Safety Communication - Packaging Changes to
Minimize Risk of Accidental Exposure
Medwatch (09/23/2013)

The FDA is requiring the manufacturer of fentanyl (Duragesic) pain patches to
change their color in order to make them more easily visible. This change
follows reports of deaths that may be associated with accidental exposure to
the patches. In addition to the color change, the new patches will be printed
with the drug name and the dosage strength. The agency is hopeful the
changes will make patches easier to see on the patient's body and easier to
find if they have fallen off somewhere that they could be ingested by a child
or pet.

return to headlines

FDA Approves Riociguat to Treat Pulmonary Hypertension
FDA.gov (10/08/13)

The FDA has approved riociguat (Adempas) for the treatment of adults with
chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (CTEPH) or pulmonary
arterial hypertension (PAH). This approval is based on a clinical trial that
included 261 patients with CTEPH and a study of 443 participants with PAH.
The drug will be approved with a boxed warning contraindicating its use in
pregnant women because it can harm the developing fetus. All female patients
taking the drug must also be enrolled in its REMS program, comply with
pregnancy testing requirements, and receive contraception counseling.
Prescribers and pharmacies must additionally receive approval under the
program. Common adverse events include headache, dizziness, dyspepsia,
peripheral edema, nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting.

return to headlines

Is Electronic Prescribing of Controlled Substances Around the Corner?
Healthcare Informatics (09/13) Perna, Gabriel

The adoption of electronic prescribing of controlled substances (EPCS) has
been growing rapidly, rising 428 percent over the last half of 2012. However,
there are a number of security and technical challenges that healthcare
providers must deal with during the process of adopting EPCS. For instance,
the interim final rule that the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) issued in 2010
regarding EPCS states that providers must use two-factor authentication when
prescribing controlled substances electronically. A study performed last year
found that this requirement would discourage a third of healthcare providers
from adopting EPCS, though some providers who are in the process of
implementing EPCS say that the benefits of electronic prescriptions outweigh
such difficulties.



return to headlines

Broader-Spectrum Antibiotics Over-Prescribed in Ambulatory Settings
Drug Topics (08/16/13) Walker, Tracey

A study published in the Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy has found that
broad-spectrum antibiotics are often over-prescribed to adults in ambulatory
care settings. The study examined data from the National Ambulatory and
National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Surveys and found that
fluoroquinolones, macrolides, and other broad-spectrum antibiotics are often
prescribed in situations where antibiotics are unnecessary. In other situations,
broad-spectrum antibiotics were prescribed when narrower-spectrum
alternatives would have been more appropriate, the study found. Researchers
said that their findings underscore the need to educate doctors and patients
that antibiotics are not needed to treat a number of illnesses and that taking
antibiotics can sometimes have a negative impact on the patient's health.

return to headlines

Dabigatran Has New Boxed Warning
Drug Topics (08/15/13) Garrett, Anna D.

Janssen Pharmaceuticals has added a new boxed warning to dabigatran,
saying that non-valvular atrial fibrillation patients who decide to stop taking
the drug may be at an increased risk of stroke. Although this risk is already
mentioned on dabigatran's packaging, Janssen Pharmaceuticals decided to add
the new warning to make prescribers more aware about the potential serious
consequences associated with leaving patients without anticoagulation when
they are switching back to warfarin or when they are in another type of
transition. The warning also underscores the important role that pharmacists
and others can play in educating patients who are taking target-specific anti-
coagulants. Experts say that pharmacists and others should help patients
understand the consequences of missing doses or deciding to stop taking the
medication without first talking to their prescriber.
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